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INDIVIDUAL SENATOR
RECOMMENDATION

SR-95-96-37 (IS)
Recommends that the faculty support the change proposed by the Advisory Council of Faculty to amend Policy
Bulletin 20 so that faculty members can assign(+) or(-) grades to undergraduate grades.

RATIONALE: Current Policy Bulletin 20 states that quality points are based on letter grades without(+) or
(-). In the fall of 1994 our senate appointed an ad hoc committee to examine the possibility of expanding our grades
to add(+) or(-). This committee conducted a survey of faculty, which showed mixed results. The committee also
discovered that Policy Bulletin 20 did now allow the inclusion of these grades. The issue seemed moot and the
committee made a report (attached) to the senate with no action taken. In April, 1995, the Advisory Council of
Faculty recommended that Policy Bulletin 20 be amended to include(+) and(-). In the fall of 1995, our Budget and
Academic Policy Committee explored the possibility of bringing a recommendation about changing grades to the
senate. It declined to do so on the grounds that: (a.) the survey conducted by the ad hoc commtttee did not show a
clear majority of faculty favoring the change, and (b.) Policy Bulletin 20 did not allow the inclusion of these grades.
Of the other institutions in the University of West Virginia System, the WVSOM, which is a graduate institution, is not
in favor of expanding the grading system, WVU gives its faculty the option of adding(+) or(-) to the grades although
the addition does not affect the assignment of quality points, WVU at Parkersburg and Potomac State are interested
in seeing this change effected, and I am not sure where the WV Graduate College stands. The Advisory Council of
Faculty is wailing to see where Marshall stands on this issue, and since faculty surveys do not constitute faculty
governance, I am bringing the issue before the senate.
The addition of (+) and (-) to letter grades will provide a more accurate GPA for students, and will give better
indication of student achievement.
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